Screening Exercise
Scenario of a Proposed Development Project 
There exists abundant hydropower potential that could help a country reduce its reliance on diesel fuel and lower costs for energy production. Electricity generated by hydropower has the advantage for allowing reliance on renewable resources. 
The proponent of the proposed Hydropower Development Project is proposing to construct a peaking hydropower facility along River A (see map). The Project would be comprised of a 53m high dam at an elevation of approximately 122 meters above sea level (m asl) and roughly 30km from the sea, 3.3km headrace tunnel to a 3x5MW powerhouse. The Project would provide clean, reliable, renewable power for 80 to 100 years. 

The project consists of the following key elements: 
 a 53 meter high Roller Compacted Concrete dam on the River A at an elevation of approximately 123m asl and roughly 30 river km from the sea. The dam will include a spillway to release excess water, and an outlet to provide sufficient water to maintain an environmental flow in the 5.7km section of the river between the dam and the powerhouse tailrace. 
 a 3.3 km underground tunnel to a powerhouse and a tailrace, located at elevation 73m asl. 
 A storage reservoir formed by the dam extending upstream approximately 2.6km and with a surface area of about 28 hectares at an elevation of 175m asl. 
 A powerhouse located 3 km downstream from the dam directly alongside the left bank of the River A with water being diverted to the powerstation from the reservoir through the underground tunnel. Initially the powerhouse will have 3 turbine/generator units each with a capacity of 5MWb allowing a maximum discharge of about 18m3/s and a minimum discharge of 2.4m3/s. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] A 23km or longer 33kVa transmission line along the road then via an as yet undefined route west to the Main Powerstation. Several access roads – including upgrading widening and realignment of 13km of the existing Road and the creation of approximately 7km of new site-access roads for the dam site and powerstation. 
Construction activities will last 3 years and will take place in the recently acquired “Core Area” (see map).
Screening Exercise 
Determine whether an EIA is required for this Proposed Development Project on Hydropower development. 
Provide reasons to justify your answer.
